
IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
AUGUST 21, 2018 

 
Shiva Shafii Public Relations Manager 

206.215.4758 | shiva.shafii@seattlesymphony.org 
 

Rosalie Contreras Vice President of Communications 
206.215.4782 | rosalie.contreras@seattlesymphony.org 

  
 

THE SEATTLE SYMPHONY’S 2018–2019 
SEASON CELEBRATES AND DEFINES LUDOVIC 

MORLOT’S INNOVATIVE TENURE 
 

PROGRAMS INCLUDE 25 CONTEMPORARY COMPOSERS; 
TEN WORLD PREMIERES 

 
COMMUNITY-DRIVEN COLLABORATIONS DEMONSTRATE A 
REDEFINED ROLE OF THE ORCHESTRA IN ITS COMMUNITY 

 

 
Photo: Brandon Patoc 

 

SEATTLE, WA – The Grammy Award-winning Seattle Symphony’s 2018–2019 season marks the 
farewell season of Music Director Ludovic Morlot with ambitious programming that has defined 
his tenure. Ranging from J.S. Bach’s transcendent B-minor Mass to ten major world premieres, 
several programs with geographic, historical and social context will also be presented. Included 
are Heiner Goebbels’ multimedia work Surrogate Cities, which reflects on the impact of 
urbanism on society, and the world premiere performances of George Walker’s Visions, 
composed in response to the 2015 Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church shooting in 
Charleston, South Carolina. 
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Embracing cultural collaborations, the Silkroad Ensemble returns to Seattle in February and 
includes commissions for the Seattle Symphony by Chen Yi and Kinan Azmeh. Championing the 
voices of today, the annual Celebrate Asia performance includes Unsuk Chin’s snagS&Snarls 
and a world premiere of the winning work from the Celebrate Asia Composition Competition.  
 
During Ludovic Morlot’s tenure, the Seattle Symphony has seen thrilling performances, 
inventive programming bringing together the familiar and the unfamiliar, award-winning 
recordings, touring to Carnegie Hall and the West Coast, daring multimedia projects as well as 
work with youth, families and the community. Under Morlot’s baton, the orchestra has 
embarked on an eight-year exploration of French music, spanning over a hundred years of 
music by Berlioz, Debussy, Dutilleux, Fauré, Messiaen, Ravel and others. This season, Ludovic 
Morlot builds on this multi-year exploration of French music with a special focus on Debussy 
during the centenary year of the composer’s passing. Morlot traces the influence of Debussy 
into the present with music by contemporary French composers Pascal Dusapin and Marc-
André Dalbavie. Recordings featuring the works of Berlioz, Ravel, Debussy and Dalbavie are 
planned for the 2018–2019 season. 
 
Continuing on the path of innovation, the Seattle Symphony unveiled plans earlier in June for 
Octave 9: Raisbeck Music Center, slated to open in February 2019. The launch of Octave 9 
coincides with the Symphony’s season-long celebration of the 20th anniversary of Benaroya 
Hall, home of the Seattle Symphony since its opening in 1998. The one-of-a-kind venue will 
open new opportunities for cross-genre collaborations and allow the Symphony to continue to 
boldly push boundaries and engage new audiences. Programming for Octave 9 will be 
announced in November.  
 

SEASON HIGHLIGHTS  

DEBUSSY AND FRENCH REPERTOIRE In his eighth and final season as 
Music Director, Ludovic Morlot will build on his exploration of works by 
French masters, with a major focus on works by Claude Debussy, as well 
as his influences and contemporary French composers he inspired, 
during the centenary year of the composer’s passing. Following critical 
acclaim for the 3-disc set of Henri Dutilleux’s orchestral works, upcoming 
recording plans will continue to capitalize on Morlot’s distinctive 
interpretations of French repertoire.  

 
THOMAS DAUSGAARD Principal Guest Conductor and Music Director 
Designate Thomas Dausgaard will conduct three programs, each with a 
notable premiere. In October Dausgaard will conduct the U.S. premiere 
of the original first movement of Schumann’s “Zwickauer” Symphony 
arranged by Dausgaard from the composer’s manuscript, as well as 
Schumann’s Symphony No. 2. Two programs in April include the North 
American premiere of Langgaard’s Prelude to Antichrist, which shares a 
program with Nielsen’s Symphony No. 2, followed by another program 
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featuring the premiere performance of George Walker’s Sinfonia No. 5, “Visions,” alongside 
Dvořák’s Symphony No. 9. The orchestra will also continue to record its first-ever Nielsen cycle, 
which began in November 2017 with the release of Symphonies Nos. 3 and 4 conducted by 
Thomas Dausgaard. 
 

SEATTLE SYMPHONY COMMISSIONS The Seattle Symphony will give the 
world premieres of the following commissioned works: Kinan Azmeh’s 
Clarinet Concerto, two new works by Derek Bermel, Joël-François 
Durand’s Préludes, a new piece for Heiner Goebbels’ Surrogate Cities, 
John Harbison’s What Do We Make of Bach? for Orchestra and 
Obbligato Organ, Caroline Shaw’s Piano Concerto, and a new work by 
Chen Yi.  
 

 
ADDITIONAL PREMIERES This season will feature the first-ever public 
performances of George Walker’s Sinfonia No. 5, “Visions,” which was 
composed in response to the 2015 Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal 
Church shooting in Charleston, South Carolina. The orchestra will give 
the U.S. premieres of Hannah Kendall’s The Spark Catchers as well as 
Pascal Dusapin’s At Swim-Two-Birds (co-commissioned by the SSO) and 
which will feature violinist Viktoria Mullova and cellist Matthew Barley. 
Receiving its North American premiere is Langgaard’s Prelude to 

Antichrist. Additionally, a new work will be unveiled at the Celebrate Asia concert, following the 
annual Celebrate Asia Composition Competition. 
 

CONTEMPORARY COMPOSERS In addition to the above commissions 
and premieres, contemporary works include Hans Abrahamsen’s 
Schnee, John Adams’ The Chairman Dances from Nixon in China, Unsuk 
Chin’s snagS&Snarls, Marc-André Dalbavie’s La source d’un regard, 
Reinbert De Leeuw’s “Im wunderschöenen Monat Mai,” Sofia 
Gubaidulina’s Offertorium, Vijay Iyer’s City of Sand, Edward Perez’s 
Latina 6/8 Suite, Narong Prangcharoen’s Pubbanimitta, Kaija Saariaho’s 
Ciel d'hiver, Michael Tilson Thomas’ Agnegram and Lotta Wennäkoski’s 

Hava. 
 

SILKROAD ENSEMBLE The Silkroad Ensemble returns to Seattle, bringing 
their trademark world-class performers and repertoire connecting East 
and West. At this performance, Ludovic Morlot and the orchestra will 
present the world premieres of Seattle Symphony commissions from 
Chinese composer Chen Yi and Syrian composer Kinan Azmeh. Azmeh’s 
new Clarinet Concerto was commissioned following his stirring 
performance at the Seattle Symphony’s free and live-streamed Music 
Beyond Borders: Voices from the Seven concert, performed in response 

to the January 2017 travel ban. In addition to these world premieres performed by the 
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orchestra, the Silkroad Ensemble will perform Azmeh’s The Wedding, Vijay Iyer’s City of Sand 
and Edward Perez’s Latina 6/8 Suite featuring bagpipe player Christina Pato.  
 

 
SURROGATE CITIES Originally premiered in 1994, Heiner Goebbels’ 
multi-sensory production Surrogate Cities is a full-length concert 
program reflecting on the impact of urbanism on society. With 
orchestral voices, sampled electronics, musical flashbacks and literary 
quotes, Goebbels creates a multifaceted concert experience. Jazz 
vocalist Jocelyn B. Smith and narrator David Moss will join Ludovic 
Morlot and the orchestra for these performances, which will include the 
world premiere of a new movement the composer has created for the 

occasion, titled Under Construction.  
 

 
OCTAVE 9 The Seattle Symphony unveiled plans earlier in June for 
Octave 9: Raisbeck Music Center, a new venue for immersive musical 
experiences slated to open in February 2019. In Octave 9 a broad range 
of creative residencies and performances are possible, leveraging the 
embedded technology to push boundaries and pioneer the future of 
musical experiences. Beginning February 2019, the Seattle Symphony 
will invite composers, musicians and interdisciplinary artists to explore 
the venue as a creative tool. In addition to Seattle Symphony creative 

projects, Octave 9 will serve as an artistic incubator, welcoming the community and local artists 
to take advantage of the venue’s unique capabilities as a small chamber music hall or 
experimental performance environment. Additional programming and ticket information will be 
announced in November 2018. 

 
COMPOSER IN RESIDENCE DEREK BERMEL Composer, clarinetist and 
conductor Derek Bermel will serve as the Seattle Symphony’s Composer 
in Residence in the 2018–2019 season. While in Seattle, Bermel will help 
lead the orchestra’s spring Simple Gifts Community Composition project 
co-created with residents of Compass Housing Alliance, a leading 
provider of housing services for veterans experiencing homelessness. 
The resulting composition will be performed jointly by veterans and 
members of the Seattle Symphony. Simple Gifts projects represent an 

opportunity for community members who are experiencing or who have experienced 
homelessness — who often feel invisible — to be seen and heard, with their voices amplified by 
the art they are creating together with the Seattle Symphony (more info below). Bermel will 
also serve as the workshop director for the annual Merriman Family Young Composers 
Workshop, where he will guide 10 pre-college-age students through a 12-week workshop to 
create new chamber pieces that will be performed by Seattle Symphony musicians at a 
culminating performance. One of Bermel’s works will be introduced to 10,000 school children 
through the Seattle Symphony’s Link Up program which he will conduct in March.  
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Bermel will be the first to curate a series of concerts and community experiences in Octave 9 as 
part of his residency. Taking advantage of the technology in the space, Bermel has been 
commissioned to compose a new work for Seattle Symphony musicians to premiere in the new 
venue. 
 

SETH PARKER WOODS As a prelude to his in-depth residency in the 
2019–2020 season, cellist Seth Parker Woods will perform with the 
Seattle Symphony in community concerts and other activities in October 
2018. Among his activities will be a community event for youth in 
partnership with guest artist and fellow cellist Sheku Kanneh-Mason. 
Then in the 2019–2020 season, Woods’ residency will include the 
premieres of a number of new works for cello and multimedia 
commissioned by the Seattle Symphony from a diverse group of 

composers and visual artists.  
 
 

IN THE COMMUNITY The Seattle Symphony’s 
comprehensive Community Connections program for nonprofit 
organizations provides access for a wide range of communities to attend 
Symphony performances for free, attend pre-concert workshops and 
participate in in-depth creative projects. The Seattle Symphony currently 
partners with more than 70 local nonprofits across six sectors including 
youth, cultural, health services, social services, seniors, and active 
military and veterans. Projects include customized pre-concert events, 

music-making workshops, creative projects and community concerts. 
 
Last season the Seattle Symphony gave away approximately 3,100 concert tickets to over 70 
local nonprofits. In addition, in-depth special projects such as the Lullaby Project and prison 
visits further enhance the Orchestra’s presence and work in the community. 
 
 

RECORDINGS The 2018–2019 season includes the releases of three all-
French albums on Seattle Symphony Media, the orchestra’s in-house 
Grammy Award-winning record label. In September the orchestra will 
release Berlioz’s Requiem with tenor Kenneth Tarver. The digital release 
of the album includes La mort d’Orphée. An album featuring works of 
Berlioz, Ravel and Debussy with tenor Ian Bostridge is set to release in 
January, and Seattle Symphony Principal Oboe Mary Lynch and Principal 
Flute Demarre McGill as well as cellist Jay Campbell are featured in an 

August release of concertos by Dalbavie.  
 
Additional releases featuring the Seattle Symphony on other labels include a recording of works 
by Michael Gordon on the Cantaloupe Music label; two recordings of works by John Luther 
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Adams, also on the Cantaloupe Music label; and a live concert recording of violinist James 
Ehnes performing Aaron Jay Kernis’ Violin Concerto, which was commissioned by the Seattle 
Symphony, to be released on the Onyx label.  
 

SEATTLE SYMPHONY MEDIA 

Launched in 2014, Seattle Symphony Media is the Seattle Symphony’s independent in-house 
record label. The Symphony has an extensive catalogue of nearly 150 recordings, which have 
garnered three Grammy Awards, 23 Grammy Award nominations and two Emmy Awards 
throughout its history. Under the direction of Music Director Ludovic Morlot, the Symphony’s 
in-house record label features both “core repertoire” and some of the eclectic and 
contemporary programming for which the Seattle Symphony has become recognized. The label 
includes both studio recordings and performances captured live in concert, allowing the 
organization an unprecedented breadth of repertoire choices.  
 
All recordings are made in the acoustically superb Benaroya Hall and engineered by Grammy 
Award-winning recording engineer Dmitriy Lipay. Using the Symphony’s own state-of-the-art in-
house recording studio, recordings have been engineered to audiophile standards and aim to 
capture as realistically as possible the sound of the orchestra performing onstage with 
naturalistic imaging, depth of field and dynamic range. Distributed by Naxos of America, the 
recordings are available in both physical and digital formats from a variety of retailers. Digital 
content is available in stereo, “Mastered for iTunes,” 96k 24-bit high resolution and 5.1 
surround sound. 
 

SEATTLE SYMPHONY  

The Seattle Symphony is one of America’s leading symphony orchestras and is internationally 
acclaimed for its innovative programming and extensive recording history. Under the leadership 
of Music Director Ludovic Morlot since September 2011, the Symphony is heard from 
September through July by more than 500,000 people through live performances and radio 
broadcasts. It performs in one of the finest modern concert halls in the world — the 
acoustically superb Benaroya Hall — in downtown Seattle. Its extensive education and 
community engagement programs reach over 65,000 children and adults each year. The Seattle 
Symphony has a deep commitment to new music, commissioning many works by living 
composers each season. The orchestra has made nearly 150 recordings and has received three 
Grammy Awards, 23 Grammy nominations, two Emmy Awards and numerous other accolades. 
In 2014 the Symphony launched its in-house recording label, Seattle Symphony Media. 
 

Major corporate, foundation and government support for the Seattle Symphony is provided by 
T-Mobile, Alaska Airlines, 4Culture, ArtsFund, The Boeing Company, Classical KING FM 98.1, the 

Clowes Fund, Delta Air Lines, John Graham Foundation, Microsoft, M.J. Murdock Charitable 
Trust, National Endowment for the Arts, Seattle Office of Arts & Culture and The Wallace 

Foundation. 
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The new Octave 9: Raisbeck Music Center is made possible through major gifts from 

James and Sherry Raisbeck, the Norcliffe Foundation, the King County Building for Culture program, Apex 
Foundation, Joshua Green Foundation, Children Count Foundation, Paula Boggs and Randee Fox, LMN 
Architects, Meyer Sound Laboratories, Inc., Paul G. Allen Family Foundation, Marcia and Klaus Zech, 

David and Dorothy Fluke. 
 

Seattle Symphony’s Link Up music education program is supported by 
Alaska Airlines, the Clowes Fund, Hot Chocolate Fund, Richard and Francine Loeb, D.V. and Ida J. 

McEachern Charitable Trust, the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe, Music4Life, Peg and Rick Young Foundation, 
Seattle Symphony Volunteers, the Sheri and Les Biller Family Foundation, Atsuhiko and Ina Goodwin 

Tateuchi Foundation, Weill Music Institute, and Wyman Youth Trust. 

 
The Opening Night Concert & Gala is supported by Aetna, JP Morgan Chase and Nordstrom, and 
sponsored by Delta Air Lines and Microsoft, with media sponsorship provided by Classical KING 

FM 98.1. 
 

Morlot Conducts Debussy is underwritten by The Nesholm Family Foundation. 
 

Thomas Dausgaard’s performances are sponsored by the Scan|Design Foundation by Inger & 
Jens Bruun. 

 
Celebrate Asia is supported by the Atsuhiko and Ina Goodwin Tateuchi Foundation. 

 
Kinan Azmeh’s Clarinet Concerto was commissioned by Classical Movements for the Seattle 

Symphony as part of the Eric Daniel Helms New Music Program. 
 

Artists generously supported through the Seattle Symphony’s Guest Artists Circle: 
Thomas Dausgaard’s performances for Dvořák New World Symphony are generously 

underwritten by Ilene and Elwood Hertzog. 
Sheku Kanneh-Mason performances are generously underwritten by Grant and Dorrit Saviers. 

Kinan Azmeh’s performance is generously underwritten by Nader and Oraib Kabbani. 
Michael Tilson Thomas and the San Francisco Symphony’s performance is generously 

underwritten by Martin Selig and Catherine Mayer 
 

Season-long support for Seattle Symphony Principal Musicians: 
Principal Flute Demarre McGill’s position supported by David J. and Shelley Hovind. 

Principal Oboe Mary Lynch’s position supported by anonymous donors. 
 

The Seattle Symphony thanks its entire family of sponsors and donors, whose gifts help make 
each and every performance a reality. 
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